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by his Indian guides that the " Sea of the South " was
near, commanded his men to halt, and climbed a moun-
tain-summit alone. There, as the long-desired spectacle
blessed his view, he fell upon 'his knees, and returned
thanks to God; and when marching onwards they had
come close upon the waves, he entered them, with his
sword in one hand and his shield in the other, and ex-
claimed that he took possession of that sea in the name of
his liege-lords, the Kings of Leon and Castille.*

As a Spaniard first beheld, so rdid a Portuguese first
navigate far. from shore, the wide expanse of the Southern
Seas. Ferdinand de Magalhaens, or, as we have termed
him Magellan, a native of Portugal, having quitted his-;
own country and entered the service of Castille, was
sent by Cardinal Ximenes on a voyage of exploration,
with a squadron of five ships. He coasted the shores of
South America until he found and steered through the
narrow and winding strait which ever since has borne
his name. On the 27th of November, 1520, he emerged
into the Southern Ocean, and sailed onwards many weeks
in the same direction, without the sight of land; that
Ocean, in the phrase of his historian, seeming to grow
vaster an<J vaster every day, f So calm and free from
storms did he find its waters that he gave it the appel-
lation of Pacific, which, though with-little reason, it still
retains. At length, after many toils and dangers, his
perseverance was rewarded and his fame secured by the,
discovery first of the Ladrones and afterwards of the
Philippine Islands, whore, however, he was unhappily
killed in a skirmish with the natives.

It was not long ere, from the isthmus of Darien, the
Spaniards spread their conquests along the eastern shores

* Herrera, Decada I. lib. x. ch. i. and ii. It is curious to compare
the demeanour of the Spaniard Nunez with that of the Moor Akbeh
several centuries before. This chief (who is commemorated by
Florian in his Precis Historique sur les Maures, p. 31.), having
extended his African conquests to the shores of the Atlantic, drew his
sabre, and spurred his horse into the waves, crying out, " Dieu de
" Mahomet, tu le vois, sans oet element qui m'arrete, j'irais
" chercher des nations nouvelles pour leur faire adorer ton nom !"

f Aviendo Hernando de Magellaneo navegado por aquel Mar del
Sur que parecia cada dia mas espacioso. (Herrera, Decada III lib.
i. c. 3.)